
COMMISSIONER MEETING OF JUNE 22, 2021 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. in the Auditorium of Borough Hall.  The 
announcement of Public Meetings was ready by Mayor Bianco Bezich.  After the Pledge 
of Allegiance and moment of silence, roll call was taken.  In attendance were Mayor 
Bianco Bezich, Commissioner Roche, and Commissioner Troy, along with the Borough 
Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 
 
Commissioner Troy made a motion to approve the Minutes to the June 8, 2021 
Commissioner Meeting and post them as submitted, which was then seconded by 
Commissioner Roche.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Mayor Bianco Bezich then explained a new change in the agendas moving forward, that 
of a monthly departmental report from the Police Department, Fire Department, 
Construction Office, Finance Office, Public Works Department, and from the Borough 
Engineers.  Commissioner Roche provided a brief overview of the Finance Report.  
Commissioner Troy then introduced the Department of Public Works (DPW) 
Superintendent Greg Ley and the Borough Engineer, Stephanie Cuthbert and Tim  
Staszewski, each of whom then briefly reviewed their reports.  Specifically discussed 
during the Engineer’s Report was the bid that had been advertised for the Homestead 
Drainage Improvements project and the higher than expected bids that were received.  
The causes for the higher than normal costs were reviewed and the possibility of 
postponing this project until prices have stabilized was discussed.  Ms. Cuthbert noted 
that other municipalities were experiencing the same issues and had decided to hold off 
on those projects to a later date.  Next, the engineers discussed the move to save a 
specific tree on Redman Avenue and the different options available to the Borough to 
do so.  It was noted that if the Commissioners agreed to installing a bump-out at that 
location this would take up approximately 13 parking spaces on the street.  The 
Administrator noted that the Commissioners would need to discuss what process they 
would like to follow for these types of issues.  Commissioner Troy stated the they need to 
come up with a consistent approach to be able to apply to these issues.  He pointed out 
that just as there are people passionate about keeping a tress, there are just as many 
people who are passionate about removing the tree.  The first consideration that should 
be given is regarding safety.  Commissioner Roche agreed to a formalized process and 
stated that he understands the historic nature of this specific tree.  He also that as 
charming as on old town is, there are issues with maintenance and safety, and there are 
various aspects that need to be considered.  Ultimately, a part of the decision will have 
to include what happens when you tamper with a tree’s root system.  Mayor Bianco 
Bezich stated that whatever is decided, the Commissioners appreciate what Miss Hess 
had sone to save the specific tree on Redman Avenue.  She then asked the engineers 
what the timeline is for the Commissioners to make a decision on this issue.  Mr. Staszewski 
replied that a decision would need to be made within the next 4-6 weeks.  The Mayor 
asked for the engineers to have viable option provided to the Commissioners by the July 
19th meeting.  The Borough Administrator stated that there are two issues: 1) this particular 
tree; and 2) as we go through the summer months we can work on creating a process to 
be followed.  She further noted that some streets get his harder than other with tree 
takedowns.  Additionally, there are times that keeping a tree can prevent a stormwater 
pipe from being installed, therefore, there is a cost factor and road deterioration effects 



that need to be discussed as well.  Police Chief Cutler then reviewed the report for the 
Police Department.  Mayor Bianco Bezich then reviewed the Fire Department’s report, as 
well as that from the Construction Office. 
 
Mayor Bianco Bezich then introduced Ordinance 2021-09 for first reading, which is to opt-
out for allowing any recreational cannabis facilities to be allowed in town.  The Mayor 
stated that the Commissioners were doing this because there was not enough 
information available on what restrictions will be put in place by the State at this time.  
Commissioner Roche also pointed out that cannabis use has still not been federally 
approved, and this should be looked at not by a use point, but by  financial and safety 
issues.  Commissioner Troy agreed that they should err on the side of safety and suggested 
waiting to see what the future holds.  Commissioner Roche made a motion to open for 
public comments on this ordinance.  Commissioner Troy seconded the motion, which 
was approved unanimously.  As there were no questions or comments made 
Commissioner Roche then made a motion to close the public comment period and 
adopt the ordinance on first reading.  Commissioner Troy seconded the motion, which 
was then approved unanimously. 
 
Mayor Bianco Bezich then made a motion to open the floor for public comments on the 
agenda.  Commissioner Roche seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 
 
Miss Hess, Redman Avenue, talked about the history of the tree on Redman Avenue, 
which she has worked to save.  She further noted that she would like to save all of the 
trees in town.  This specific tree is a mature Red Oak, which provides shade for her home.  
It is approximately 170 years old.  She realizes that these trees can become diseased, but 
this one has survived for over 100 years so far and it should be kept because it is still 
healthy at this point.  The shade trees are what makes this town stand out.  She 
commented that this tree is a home and resting place for our nature and wildlife.  This 
tree provide oxygen and takes out about 48 pounds of carbon dioxide.  She did not feel 
that resident would be losing parking spaces if a bump out was installed because you 
can’t park near it already.  She also provided various options to save the tree; i.e. a metal 
strip at the curb to protect the roots, a bump out into the street, leaving that area as it is, 
digging out the asphalt by hand around the roots, specific grates that are designed to 
protect trees, etc.  She finished by stating that she is willing to continue to work with the 
town to help save this tree, which is healthy. 
 
Herb Hess, Redman Avenue, reiterated the hand removal of the asphalt as an option for 
saving this tree and volunteered to do this work.  He also noted that the age of the trees 
contributes to the character of the town.  He finished by talking about the hazards of the 
motorized bikes on our sidewalks. 
 
Jim Batterman, Briarcliff Court, stated that the process of transparency means that we 
should review all options rather than taking down a healthy tree.  He suggested that an 
inventory of our trees with details on the conditions and health of the trees should be 
done, as well as providing a rationale for taking down any of our trees. 
 
Toni Mansfield, Redman Avenue, stated that the mature trees in town are a spectacular 
asset.  Haddonfield looks and feels different because of these mature trees that tower 



over our homes.  They help define this town.  She suggested that the Shade Tree 
Commissioner (STC) should consider saving these mature trees. 
 
Susan Meyers, Redman Avenue, talked about her history of moving to Haddonfield and 
what drew her to this town.  She noted that this town gives her peace and the trees are 
an important part of that. 
 
The following resolutions were approved unanimously by the Board of Commissioners with 
no questions asked: 
 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-06-22-092 Authorization to 

Approve Emergency 
Temporary Budget 

Mayor Bianco Bezich Commissioner Roche 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-06-22-093 Authorization to Pay 

Vouchers 
Mayor Bianco Bezich Commissioner Roche 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-06-22-094 Authorization to 

Approve 
Appointments - 
Various 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-06-22-095 Authorization to 

Appoint Fund 
Commissioner – 
Health Insurance 
Fund 

Mayor Bianco Bezich Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Abstained 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-06-22-096 Authorization to 

Make Joint Insurance 
Fund Appointment 

Commissioner Troy Commissioner Roche 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Abstained 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
 
 



RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-06-22-097 Authorization to 

Advertise for Request 
for Proposal – 
Redevelopment 
Counsel 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Abstained 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-06-22-098 Authorization to 

Advertise for Request 
for Proposal – 
Borough Engineer 
Services: Conflict & 
Special Projects 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-06-22-099 Authorization to 

Advertise for Request 
for Proposal – 
Borough Solicitor 
Services 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-06-22-100 Authorization to 

Advertise for Request 
for Proposal – 
Borough Solicitor 
Services: Conflict 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-06-22-101 Authorization to 

Make Appointment – 
Borough Engineering 
Services 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Opposed 

 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-06-22-102 Authorization to 

Advertise for Sealed 
Bids – Single Station 
Smart Solar Trash 
Compactor 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-06-22-103 Authorization to 

Advertise for Sealed 
Bids – Removal of 
Tree Stalks 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-06-22-104 Authorization to 

Advertise for Sealed 
Bids – Borough Hall 
Roof Drains 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-06-22-105 Authorization to 

Advertise for Sealed 
Bids – Demolition of 
Various Buildings on 
Block 13, Lot 25 and 
Block 14, Lot 2 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2021-06-22-106 Authorization to 

Rejects Bids – 
Homestead Avenue 
Drainage 
Improvements 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE: 
Commissioner Roche – Yes 
Commissioner Troy – Yes 
Mayor Bianco Bezich - Yes 

 
 
Mayor Bianco Bezich then opened the meeting for public comments.  Commissioner Troy 
made a motion to open the meeting for these comments and Commissioner Roche 
seconded the motion.  The Commissioners voted unanimously on the motion. 
 
Jack Tarditi, Washington Avenue, congratulated new Commissioners on their elections 
and willingness to serve this community.  He noted that he liked the inclusion of the reports 
to the agenda.  Next, he then thanked the Commissioners for working with the 
Celebrations Association for the July 4th festivities – fireworks and parade. 
 
As there were no further questions or comments Commissioner Roche made a motion to 
close the public comments portion and go into the work session portion of the meeting 
at 9:25 p.m.  Commissioner Troy seconded the motion, which was then approved 
unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


